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Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Thursday 30 November 2017

Report Title: Reality Check visit to Sports Pavilions - 
Feedback Report

Report Of: The Chair of the Committee – 
Councillor Paul Stuart

Report Summary

This report provides feedback from a Member visit to a selection of sports pavilions in 
Wirral on Wednesday 8th November 2017. 

Recommendation/s

It is recommended that: 

1. Committee notes and endorses the content of the report.

2. Committee agrees to refer the recommendations detailed in section 3.4 to 
the Cabinet Member for Environment.
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Supporting Information

1.0 Reason/s For Recommendation/s
The reality check visit and subsequent recommendations will enable Committee 
members to complete part of the Committee’s work programme.  

2.0 Other Options Considered
Not Applicable

3.0 Background Information
At the Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee on 21st September 2017, a 
Notice of Motion on ‘Pavilions in Sports Grounds’ was proposed by Cllr Bruce 
Berry. 
Committee agreed to arrange a site visit so that scrutiny members could 
independently evaluate conditions in Wirral sports pavilions and engage directly 
with frontline staff.  

3.1 Background information on Sports Pavilions in Wirral
The Council provides pitch and pavilion hire to sports teams on occasional or 
season long terms. There are three cost categories which are determined by the 
standard of the changing facilities. The 2017/18 categories and costs for men’s 
and junior’s football are described below:

Football Pitches Adult Charge - per season alternate weekly use  
Class A - Modern changing accommodation with hot and cold showers

£605.00

Football Pitches Adult Charge - per season alternate weekly use  
Class B - Adequate or older changing accommodation with hot and cold 
showers

£487.00

Football Pitches Adult Charge - per season alternate weekly use  
Class C - Adequate changing accommodation with no showers

£383.00

Football Pitches Junior Charge - per season alternate weekly use (VAT 
Exempt) Class A

£322.00

Football Pitches Junior Charge - per season alternate weekly use (VAT 
Exempt) Class B

£243.00

Football Pitches Junior Charge - per season alternate weekly use (VAT 
Exempt) Class C

£189.00

Football Pitches Junior Charge - per season alternate weekly use (VAT 
Exempt) Mini Soccer (per pitch)

£116.00

Officers provided benchmark information comparing the Wirral season long 
adult charge (£487, based on Category B facilities) with thirteen other local 
authorities based on their grade 2 pitches / facilities. Of the directly comparable 
authorities who offer a 15 game season charge, Sefton Council charges £600 
per season and Liverpool Council charges £450 per season. 
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The below table shows the benchmarked charges in full:

Local Authority football pitch and facility (changing rooms) hire.                                               
Data obtained 1st November 2017

Authority Cost Details
Cost per 15 
Games

Wirral Council £487 Per season based on 15 games £487

Wigan MBC £750
Based on 12 home games plus cup 
fixtures. Average 15 games £750

Sandwell Council £70 Per match no seasonal option £1,050
Sefton Council £600 Per season based on 15 games £600
Tameside Council £516 Per season based on 15 games £516
Wolverhampton 
Council £41 Per match no seasonal option £615
Leeds MBC £521 Per season based on 15 games £521

Kirklees MBC £70
Per match no seasonal option per hour 
charge £2,100

Nottingham 
Council £72 Per match no seasonal option £1,080

Bristol Council £672
Per season based on 12 games. 
Additional games £56 each £840

Vale of Glamorgan 
MBC £50 Per match no seasonal option £750
Elmbridge Council £73 Per match no seasonal option £1,095
Liverpool £450 Per season based on 15 games £450

                                                                 Average Cost                      £835

Officers provided information about the costs to maintain playing pitches. On 
average it costs the Council around £2500 to maintain one pitch per season. 
This does not include pavilion maintenance and repair, utility costs or pavilion 
attendant costs. Full income for a 'Category A' pitch, based on two teams 
alternating usage over a season, is £1210.

Officers explained that a full breakdown of income and costs for playing pitch 
and pavilion provision could be provided. A similar exercise has recently been 
conducted for the cemeteries and crematoria, and golf course provision.

Officers commented on general trends regarding use of facilities. Based on 
officer experience it was apparent that female and junior teams do not use 
changing room facilities as widely as men’s football teams. As the number of 
men’s teams in Wirral has declined recently, this has impacted on pavilion use. 
Female and junior players tend to arrive at pitches already changed and leave 
afterwards without using facilities. There was speculation regarding the reasons 
for this and Members believe that a full survey of users and sports groups 
should be carried out to understand preferences and behaviour. 

Officers explained that funding may be available from the Football Association, 
Sport England and other bodies to improve the standard of facilities. The 
presence of a current Playing Pitch Strategy would be a pre-requisite for 
consideration of funding bids as these bodies would examine the Council 
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Playing Pitch Strategy alongside any bids. This strategy has recently been 
updated and approved. 

3.2 Findings from the Members’ visit to Pavilions. 
The visit to the sports pavilions took place on Wednesday 8th November 2017. 
Cllrs Paul Stuart (Chair), Bruce Berry, Brian Kenny, Ian Lewis and Adam Sykes 
took part in the visit, which was hosted by Darran Marquiss, Martin Grayshon 
and Anthony Beswick (Area Managers, Parks, Countryside and Allotments).
A briefing note was provided, containing background information about the 
pavilions and facilities which Members were due to visit. This included some 
information on current usage, management and operational arrangements, and 
the history of repairs and renovations at these sites.

The following sites were visited:
1. Belvidere Road Playing Fields, Belvidere Road, Wallasey
2. Wallacre Playing Fields, Mosslands Drive, Wallasey
3. Lingham Playing Fields, Edgehill Road, Moreton
4. Arrowe Park Playing Fields, Arrowe Park Road, Birkenhead
5. Irby Park Pavilion, Mill Hill Road, Irby
6. Plymyard Playing Fields, Bridle Road, Eastham
7. The Oval, Old Chester Road, Bebington
8. Birkenhead Park, Ashville Road, Birkenhead

During the visit members had the opportunity to view the facilities at each site 
and to ask questions of officers. Members would like to thank officers for taking 
the time to provide a tour of sites and answering questions. Members would 
also like to thank Steve Preston from Community Patrol for driving the group 
around the sites.

3.3 Site Information and Member Feedback

3.3.1 Belvidere Road Playing Fields
Site Information
One senior football pitch with pavilion. Two rugby pitches and a clubhouse are 
leased by Oldershaw Rugby Club.
There is no Games Attendant and the teams using facilities hold keys to the 
pavilion. A new roof was installed in 2011 and an internal refurbishment took 
place in 2013.
Member Observations
Members were concerned about the general internal condition at Belvidere and 
believe that there should be a minimum standard of internal decoration at sites. 

3.3.2 Wallacre Playing Fields
Site Information
Two senior football pitches with pavilion. One rugby pitch hired by Mosslands 
School. This pitch is also used for summer sports markings.
There is no Games Attendant at this site and the teams using facilities hold keys 
to the pavilion.
A new roof was installed and a store room removed in 2015. 
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Member Observations
Members again were concerned with the internal condition, standard of 
decoration and cleanliness at Wallacre. It was accepted that these facilities are 
not a priority for Council funding but it was suggested that capital or grant 
funding bids to improve conditions at both Belvidere and Wallacre be 
considered, alongside discussions with the key holding sports teams regarding 
their use and treatment of the facilities.

3.3.3 Lingham Playing Fields
Site Information
Four senior football pitches with pavilion. One Games Attendant works on 
Sunday AM only. Junior teams use the facilities on Saturdays and have keys to 
the pavilion. This site had a new roof and internal refurbishment in 2011. 
Member Observations
Members were pleasantly surprised at the internal condition of the facilities at 
Lingham and the showers and toilets appeared to be well maintained. The level 
of signage and cleanliness may indicate a greater degree of ownership of the 
site by the sports groups, compared with the previous two sites. The presence 
of a Games Attendant on match days may also have a positive impact on how 
teams treat the facilities.

3.3.4 Arrowe Park Playing Fields
Site Information
Various size football pitches with pavilion. The site is currently under subscribed 
and there is no Games Attendant.
A full renovation including a new extension took place in 2013 following 
extensive fire damage. This was funded partly through Capital funding and a 
Football Association grant. Officers explained that this site is currently 
underutilised due to a decline in men’s football and existing teams preferring to 
play at sites closer to home. Additionally, the junior teams which use the playing 
pitches do not pay for, or use the pavilion facilities. Officers had been hopeful 
that this site could be used in future as a ‘hub venue’ for girl’s and women’s 
football in Wirral due to the quality of the facilities, the central location and large 
number of pitches and changing rooms. Girl’s football is currently based largely 
in Wallasey, across four locations. However, recent discussions with the 
Cheshire Football Association suggest that a different venue in Wirral may be 
preferred by the CFA for a girl’s football hub, and there are currently no other 
proposals to increase usage at Arrowe Park. 
Member Observations
Members were impressed by the high standard of facilities at Arrowe Park and 
believe that this should be the aspirational standard at all pavilions. It was clear 
to members that this site was under-utilised as some areas appeared to be very 
recently renovated, when the actual renovation took place in 2013.
Members were disappointed that this site was under-utilised as it seemed to be 
a waste of a very good facility. 
Members hoped that officers would explore alternative options for encouraging 
use at this site, including other sports.
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3.3.5 Irby Park Pavilion
Site Information
One senior football pitch with pavilion. Irby Football Club has two junior teams, 
which use the pitch only. There is no Games Attendant. The pavilion was 
recently vandalised and suffered fire damage. It is currently out of operation and 
a decision has been taken to demolish the pavilion.
Member Observations
Members did go into the pavilion due to the fire damage. There were no 
comments regarding Irby Park due to the under use, fire damage and resulting 
decision to demolish the pavilion.

3.3.6 Plymyard Playing Fields
Site Information
Eight senior football pitches, three nine a side pitches and three seven a side 
pitches with pavilion. One Games Attendant works Saturday AM and all day 
Sunday. This site had a new roof and internal refurbishment in 2011. The 
pavilion has central heating and kitchen facilities. Until recently the pavilion was 
used on weekdays as a crèche.
Member Observations
Members were impressed with the condition of this building, which had been 
maintained internally to a very high standard. It was agreed that the high 
standard was a result of its daily use as a crèche and the kitchen and heating 
facilities added to the versatility of this site. 
Members viewed this as a good example of how additional, or multiple uses of 
sites could be a way of improving the overall standard. Members asked officers 
if other venues in Wirral were used in similar ways, or if benchmarking with 
other local authorities provided examples of multiple uses by other groups. 
Officers explained that Harrison Park pavilion is used by Friends of Harrison 
Park for meetings and some events and this group help to maintain the pavilion. 
Other community groups had contacted officers previously regarding using 
pavilions, but this had not been actively pursued by the Council. It was 
acknowledged that most pavilions are basic buildings with changing facilities, 
showers and toilets and most would not easily lend themselves to being used as 
venues for meetings, coffee-mornings or similar gatherings. Nevertheless it was 
agreed that use of pavilions by community groups could be explored more 
actively.

3.3.7 The Oval
Site Information
This is a multi-use site with five senior football pitches, a number of flood-lit 
nine-a-side and seven-a-side pitches, a cricket pitch, athletics track and field 
with pavilion.  Athletics facilities are used by Wirral Athletics Club, Wirral Elite 
Sports Performance Academy and for school competitions. The pavilion and 
changing facilities are open daily until 10pm. There are three full time staff at the 
site, part of the Sport and Recreation department. Playing pitch maintenance is 
carried out by Parks and Countryside staff under contract to Sports and 
Recreation.
Member Observations
Despite being an older facility, members were impressed with the internal 
condition of the pavilion, which was very well used by a variety of sports clubs 
and users. It was acknowledged that the income from use of the majority of 
facilities goes to the Sport and Recreation budget 
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3.3.8 Birkenhead Park
Site Information
Three senior pitches and one youth dual sports pitch with pavilion.
There is no Games Attendant at the site. A new roof was installed in 2015.
Member Observations
Members were satisfied with the standard of facilities in Birkenhead Park, 
despite some minor repair issues. Officers agreed to investigate any alleged 
incidents of vandalism or damage by users and would write to sports clubs to 
re-iterate expected standards of conduct whist using the pavilion. 

3.4 Recommendations

1. Members welcome the recent approval of the updated Playing Pitch 
Strategy and associated Action Plan. Members encourage the Council to 
proactively seek all opportunities to secure external funding to enhance 
and upgrade the changing facilities at the borough’s sports pitches. 

2. An update on progress made to implement the Playing Pitch Strategy 
and Action Plan should be added to the Committee work programme for 
consideration at a future meeting.

3. The use of advertising or sponsorship at pavilions could be explored as a 
potential additional income stream. Income could be used to improve the 
standard of facilities.

4. A survey of pavilion users should be conducted to give Wirral sports 
clubs and others an opportunity to contribute views and opinions on the 
current and future use of pavilions. This may be used in order to better 
understand attitudes and behaviours and highlight any barriers to use. 
The results of this survey should be reported to the Environment 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee and should inform the Libraries, Leisure 
and Cultural Services review and future decisions.
 

4.0 Financial Implications
There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. 

5.0 Legal Implications 
There are no legal implications arising from this report.

6.0 Resource Implications: ICT, Staffing And Assets
There are no resource implications arising directly from this report. 

7.0 Relevant Risks 
Not Applicable

8.0 Engagement/Consultation 
Not Applicable  
 



8

9.0 Equality Implications
This report is for information to members and there are no direct equality 
implications.  

Report Author: Patrick Torpey
Scrutiny Officer
0151 691 8381
email:  patricktorpey@wirral.gov.uk

Appendices: None 
Reference Material
Subject History (last 3 years)
Council Meeting Date
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